
In English, DOUGs represent our expectations for the grade a student will be working at by the end of Key Stage 3 (KS3), that is the end of Year 9.
English assesses students across three areas: reading; writing; speaking and listening. The DOUG grade represents an average of these skills.
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Pupils are beginning to achieve a clear response to
the text with explanations

Pupils are beginning to achieve a detailed and
developed analysis of the text

 Pupils are excelling in a detailed and developed
analysis of the text

Pupils are achieving a sustained evaluation of the
text

Pupils are beginning to achieve clear writing that
uses key skills

Pupils are beginning to achieve detailed writing that
uses a range of effective skills, consistently and
accurately

Pupils are excelling in detailed writing that uses a
range of effective skills, consistently and accurately

 Pupils are achieving thoughtful writing that uses a
wide range of impressive skills with sophisticated
elements and a high level of accuracy

Pupils are beginning to achieve clear communication
with some purpose with some attempt at using
strategies

Pupils are beginning to achieve well organised
communication that engages my audience with some
strategies

Pupils are excelling at well organised communication
that engages my audience with some strategies

Pupils are achieving thoughtful, carefully structured
and responsive communication that engages the
audience through a range of strategies

English Department: Depth Of Understanding Grades (DOUGs)

WHAT ARE DOUG GRADES IN ENGLISH?
The DOUG descriptors are specific to Key Stage 3 (KS3) and
do not map or translate to GCSE grades: Key Stage 3
English, whilst providing a framework of skills and
knowledge essential to GCSE study, is a very different
curriculum.

DOUGS ARE NOT GCSE PREDICTORS

EXAMPLE LEVELS

DETAIL...

The pages that follow go into increasing detail about how progress is assessed at Key Stage Three:
Page 2 outlines how we arrive at grades for the each of the three areas of assessment
Page 3 onwards explains the individual competencies that make up each of those grades
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HOW DO WE ASSESS PROGRESS AND UNDERSTANDING AT KEY STAGE THREE (Y7-9)?

English Department: Key Stage Three Assessment Levels

In the first half term of Year 7, our pupils do a baseline test assessing their reading and writing skills to allow us to build a picture of their skills and knowledge. Thereafter each unit of work assesses reading, writing
or spoken language skills over nine levels that span the whole of Key Stage Three.
Most units of work have two assessment points. The first is a ‘formative’ assessment where the criteria against which they are being assessed is explained to pupils and they receive feedback which gives them
specific targets to focus on so they can make progress. Pupils are then given time to practise these skills, building to a second assessment point, the summative assessment, where they receive an overall level of
progress, as well as understanding the finer skills that form this judgement. 

SKILLS LADDERS
Our pupils are measured against a set of nine ability descriptors which mark their attainment. Across each assessment
point, and Key Stage Three, our pupils aim to climb the ladder.

✪ I am excelling in a
sustained evaluation
of the text
✪ I am achieving a
sustained evaluation
of the text
✪ I am beginning to
achieve a sustained
evaluation of the text
✪ I am excelling in a
detailed and
developed analysis of
the text
✪ I am achieving a
detailed and
developed analysis of
the text
✪ I am beginning to
achieve a detailed
and developed
analysis of the text
✪ I am achieving a
clear response to the
text with
explanations
✪ I am beginning to
achieve a clear
response to the text
with explanations
✪ I am achieving
some comprehension
and some comment
on the text

✪ I am excelling in thoughtful
writing that uses a wide range
of impressive skills with
sophisticated elements and a
high level of accuracy
✪ I am achieving thoughtful
writing that uses a wide range
of impressive skills with
sophisticated elements and a
high level of accuracy
✪ I am beginning to achieve
thoughtful writing that uses a
wide range of impressive skills
with sophisticated elements
and a high level of accuracy
✪ I am excelling in detailed
writing that uses a range of
effective skills, consistently and
accurately
✪ I am achieving detailed
writing that uses a range of
effective skills, consistently and
accurately
✪ I am beginning to achieve
detailed writing that uses a
range of effective skills,
consistently and accurately
✪ I am achieving clear writing
that uses key skills
✪ I am beginning to achieve
clear writing that uses key skills
✪ I am achieving writing that
uses some skills

✪ I am excelling in thoughtful,
carefully structured and responsive
communication that engages the
audience through a range of
strategies
✪ I am achieving thoughtful, carefully
structured and responsive
communication that engages the
audience through a range of
strategies
✪ I am beginning to achieve
thoughtful, carefully structured and
responsive communication that
engages the audience through a
range of strategies
✪ I am excelling at well organised
communication that engages my
audience with some strategies
✪ I am achieving well organised
communication that engages my
audience with some strategies
✪ I am beginning to achieve well
organised communication that
engages my audience with some
strategies
✪ I am achieving clear communication
with some purpose with some attempt
at using strategies
✪ I am beginning to achieve clear
communication with some purpose
with some attempt at using strategies
✪ I am achieving some
communication of ideas with some
organisation

HOW DO WE ARRIVE AT AN OVERALL DESCRIPTOR?
Each area of assessment (Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening) comprises
different areas of assessment called assessment objectives (AO). Each assessment
is marked against these, and an overall descriptor decided by best fit. The pages
that follow show these in detail.
This system allows our pupils to see where they are with each specific skill;
demonstrating their strengths and areas for improvement. With their teacher’s
guidance, our pupils can follow their pathway of progress, celebrating the
successes they achieve whilst also identifying what they need to do to continue
making the best progress of which they capable.

Planning AO: How carefully/independently pupils plan their work before beginning
Reading AO1: How pupils show their understanding of what they have read and
studied
Reading AO2: How pupils write about a writer’s choices and the effect these have
on readers and/or audiences
Reading AO3: How pupils show their understanding of the connections between
texts and the contexts in which they were written
Proofreading AO: How well/carefully pupils check and improve their finished work.

READING

Planning AO: How carefully/independently pupils plan their work before beginning
Writing AO1: How effective pupils’ writing is
Writing AO2: How pupils organise and layout their writing
Writing AO3: How ambitious and accurate pupils’ writing is
Proofreading AO: How well/carefully pupils check and improve their finished work.

WRITING

S&L AO1: How pupils speak 
S&L AO2: How pupils convey their ideas
S&L AO3: How pupils organise their ideas
S&L AO4: How pupils listen to, and participate in, discussions with their peers.
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